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Early Childhood Development

Mdumbi Preschool is one of the sustainable projects of TransCape. Mdumbi pre-
school moved from Mdbumi Backpackers to a permanent location situated at
Mtyubeni location in Mankosi A/A. It was officially opened in 2019 under the
supervision of our local head-man. It aims to provide good quality education to
the young children of the community, as well as to provide a well-balanced diet to

the children.

The school was initially supposed to open on the 25th January 2021 but due to
the current COVID-19 pandemic, the Minister of Education only allowed schools
to open on the 15th of February. This year we admitted 55 children aged 2-6
years old with 35 children in Grade N and 20 in Grade R. Due to the pre-school

being closed for a large portion of 2020, we have a challenge in that many of last
year’ s students still cannot write numbers or letters, let alone their names. We
are trying our best to educate them so that they can catch up with the school

program and we are already seeing improvements.

Mdumbi pre-school is also assisting a nearby pre-school, Nonkqubela. The school

supports 27 children including 14 boys and 13 girls. It is running very well with the
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teacher, Ntombovuyo Gebengane. In May there was a volunteer called Liam who

helped the Nonkqubela preschool by building a play ground.

The children are happy and are enjoying school. They are working hard but are
also having fun with their friends. We have been doing arts and crafts with the
assistance of our volunteers. The children have made different things including
their own puppets. We are also lucky to have had a new jungle gym donated and
the children enjoy playing on it. The children thoroughly enjoyed the Easter egg

hunt we organized for Easter. We look forward to the rest of the term.

5
&

el

First-term ended on the 23rd of April 2021.

The second term started on the 03rd of May 2021. The progress of the children
was very impressive in this term. They can count, read through pictures, write
numbers as well as name the alphabet. According to the school calander we were
supposed to close schools on the 9th of July 2021 but our government insisted
the schools be closed on the 30th of June for the winter holidays because of the

spike in corona virus infection.
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Afterschool Enrichment program

The afterschool program started in the year 2008. The purpose of this program is
to help the children of Mankosi villages to improve in school. We are helping
students to improve in English and Mathematics. Also, Art and Crafts is part of our
program as we believe that this has a great effect on the child" s creative and
expressive development. We also give the children access to the laptops and our
volunteers teach them about Microsoft office and the Internet. We also help our
scholars with their homework. Moreover, we are playing educational games with
them, with these games children are developing thinking skills and problem-
solving. These games also help students who are shy to feel comfortable and they

come out of their shell.

This year we opened the school on the 15t of February. We have 45 students
attending the after-school program. Children are very motivated this year and their
parents are being part of this program as well. We also have students who come
from Ngcobo village and Luqgolweni village, these villages are far from our center.
We organized transport for these two villages that are far, to bring the children to
the education center and then take them home later that day. Unfortunately, the
taxi driver was unreliable and the costs were too high. We decided that we will
have Andisiwe our Afterschool teacher teach at the far villages twice a week. This
way we don’ t neglect the students who really want to put in the extra bit for their

education.

This year Transcape had 1 volunteer whois helping Andisiwe with the after-school

program. He is helping Andisiwe a lot with computer lessons.
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Scholarship Program
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Abonga applied for many different colleges and varsities to further his education
but was declined in all of them. He did not pass Math in his last exams and that is
one of the reasons he struggles so much to find a placement. He decided to better
his results by attending a bridging course in Port Alfred or Mthatha. Unfortunately,
both schools were fully booked already. Abonga had to take a gap year because
even the second round of intake in June did not go well for him. He spends the
year at home at his mother's house. There he helps in his mother's shebeen and
plays a lot of soccer. We encouraged him to attend the education centre and study

online.

Gcinakazi did well in her midterm exam. She managed to pass all her subjects. She
takes extra lessons on the weekend for business studies. This is not compulsory
but rather a passion of hers. We encourage her to continue with her hard work

and make her dreams come true.

Masithembe failed his midterm exams. That came as a surprise because he used
to do very well in school. It turned out that he got bullied by older scholars in his
hostel. When he finally confessed we talked to the hostel mother about this and
then removed him immediately from the house. He is now in another hostel that
belongs to a different school. So far he is feeling better and we are hoping he will
be able to catch up. Andisiwe organized a teacher who is going to help him in

mathematics during the June holidays.

Nolutho got her first term results and she failed. | think the reason she failed is
because of the subjects which are different from the former school. She is
struggling with math as well like so many others. Also, the level of English is very
different in the new school. We are confident that she will adapt soon to the new

environment and we support her with extra math lessons.
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Gcinakazi Nolutho Masithembe

Skills Development Center

Introduction

The Mankosi community is in rural areas of South Africa. SDC deals with youth
unemployment and poverty, it also empowering youth to take care of themselves.
It will offer individuals the right program that provides them with insight in the
possibility of job opportunities and a sustainable income. This way the Mankosi

youth will provide for themselves and gain confidence in the community.

My name is Khanyisa Hlohla, one of the SDC managers. This document is intended

to give an update on what has been done so far.

The sewing project

The sewing project is a powerful learning space to bring experts, teachers, and

learners together so that the youth can create sustainable income through
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Adult Education and Training
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generous amount on stationary like writing books, pens, files, and calculators to

facilitate the best learning outcomes.

We were lucky to have Stuart with us for 4 months who volunteered his time to
teach our AET students how to use a computer and the internet. These skills are

invaluable for the community and their future. We are hoping for more volunteers

to come and help us.

SDCBuilding progress

The SDC building has made great progress in the last 6 months. We are happy to
report that we were able to build the pillars and put the roof on. We also plastered
all the walls from the inside and outside. It truly looks amazing and our local
builders really did a good job. The aluminium doors and windows have been

installed and the building is functional now. We are very excited as we can start

moving into the building.
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Agroecology and Microfinance

In June 2021 the Farmer group of Qolweni received their Microfinance Loan of R
35 000 to start their farming project. 40 farmers from the area will work on a1 ha
piece of land. They have cleared the weeds and rocks and dug the holes for the
fence poles already. Water will be pumped from a nearby stream to irrigate the
land. In the winter months, they will plant spinach, cabbage, and sweet potatoes.
The loan will be paid back, interest-free over the next 4 years. The produce will be

sold in the community and nearby shops.
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Despite Covid 19 and the very tough times, we are keeping on fighting for the

youth of South Africa. | would like to thank our donors for helping us in this hard

time with this disease that has blocked our country.
Yours faithfully,

TransCape Team
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